Binks Forest Elementary
Exceptional Student Education

The ESE team is diligent in servicing a variety of

Exceptionalities, including:

~Speech Impaired (SI)
~Language Impaired (LI)
~Deaf/Hard of Hearing (DHH)
~Specific Learning Disabled (SLD)
~Gifted (GIFT)  (see page 4)
~Hospital/Homebound (HH)
~Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
~Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
~Occupational Therapy (OT)

~Physical Therapy (PT)



The School Based Team
for Academics or Behavior:
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follows a structured problem solving process,

promotes the use of a diverse representation of instructional support staff,
identifies effective interventions,

and provides support and follow up to students and families in need.

In 2004, School Based Teams were mandated at every school

In 2008, the School District implemented Response to Intervention (Rtl), which is
an approach that promotes a well-integrated system connecting general and
special education to provide high quality, standards-based instruction and
evidence-based interventions.

Members may include:
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Administrators

Guidance Counselors

School Psychologists

School Nurses

Exceptional Student Education Staff/504 staff
Multicultural staff

School Police

Parents

other related service providers



Multi-tier System of Supports (MTSS):
Response to Instruction/Intervention (Rtl)

An Overview of Data-based Problem-solving within a Multi-tier System of Student Supports in Florida’s Public Schools

Rtl has consistently been defined in Florida as the practice of providing high-quality instruction and intervention matched to student
needs using learning rate over time and level of performance to make important instructional decisions. This multi-tier system of
student supports involves the systematic use of assessment data to most efficiently allocate resources in order to improve learning
for all students. To ensure efficient use of resources, schools begin with the identification of trends and patterns using school-wide
and grade-level data. Students who need instructional intervention beyond what is provided universally for positive behavior or
academic content areas are provided with targeted, supplemental interventions delivered individually or in small groups at
increasing levels of intensity. Within a MTSSS, all school-based efforts such as lesson study, universal design for learning, and
continuous school improvement, are unified and accelerated by collaborative teaming to result in increased student achievement.

Intensive, Individualized Supports

« Intensive interventions based on individual student needs

s Students receiving prolonged interventions at this level may be
several grade levels behind or above the one in which they are
enrolled

e Progress monitoring occurs most often to ensure maximum
acceleration of student progress

* If more than approximately 5% of students are receiving support
at this level, engage in Tier 1 and Tier 2 level, systemic problem-
salving

Targeted, Supplemental Supports

« Interventions are based on data revealing that students need
more than core, universal instruction

« Interventions and progress monitoring are targeted to specific
skills to remediate or enrich, as appropriate

® Progress monitoring occurs more frequently than at the core,
universal level to ensure that the intervention is working

e If more than approximately 15% of students are receiving
support at this level, engage in Tier 1 level, systemic problem-
solving
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Core, Universal Supports

¢ Research-based, high-quality, general education instruction and
support

¢ Screening and benchmark assessments for all students

e Assessments occur for all students

¢ Data collection continues to inform instruction
If less than approximately 80% of students are successful given
core, universal instruction, engage in Tier 1 level problem-solving

Florida's Response to Instruction/Intervention website: http://www florida-rti.org/index.htm



THE GIFTED PROGRAM
Program Eligibility Criteria

Students are eligible for the Gifted Education Program through Plan A if they meet the
following criteria:

¢ A need for the program as demonstrated by evidence of a majority of characteristics
of gifted students as scored on a District Checklist; and

e A score of 90th percentile or higher on either the math or reading portion of an
individually administered achievement test; and

e A score of 130 or higher on an individually administered Intelligence Quotient Test

Binks Forest is one of the gifted cluster sites in Wellington. The program is enriched and
focuses on higher-level critical thinking, problem solving skills, and creativity.

Teachers in the classes for the gifted are able to compact the curriculum, based on Florida
State Standards. Once the curriculum is mastered, teachers differentiate using specialized
instructional strategies.

Frequently Asked Questions:
Is there a cut-off date for enrollment into the gifted program?
No—nbeing a public school, children can be enrolled at any time.
Can | request a teacher that my other child had?
No—requests are not given for specific teachers.
Who will test my child if the student is not yet enrolled in a public school?

The child would have to be tested privately by a psychologist. Once enrolled in the
school district, the school psychologist could administer the evaluation.



***Qnly evaluations completed after January 1 of the calendar year that the
student enters Kindergarten will be accepted for consideration for gifted

eligibility.***

Characteristics of a gifted student:
A gifted student MAY exhibit some of the following characteristics:
Uses an enriched vocabulary

» Asks deep questions

» Expresses unusual ideas

» Has a wide range of interests
» Uses complex sentences

* Acts independently

* Displays curiosity

* Possesses leadership traits

» Works at a high-energy level
» Has a long attention span

* Reads at an early age

» Understands concept of time
* Likes self-directed activities

* Is sensitive to other’s feelings
» Has a keen sense of humor

* Is able to conceptualize

* Learns skills rapidly

* Enjoys learning

» Reasons well

* Is a perfectionist

* Prefers older companions
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